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Welcome to the Theatre of Youth’s 55th Season & to
THE PIGEON GETS A BIG TIME HOLIDAY
EXTRAVAGANZA'!

This packet has been designed with an educator, parent, and student in mind!
We want to broaden our audience’s experience and help you to prepare for
future visits to The Historic Allendale theatre! To the right you will find a table of
contents that will help you navigate through the packet. All our activities have
been assigned a title to help you connect this experience with the NYS Next
Generation Standards. Those titles are COMPREHEND, CHALLENGE,
COMMUNICATE, CREATE, COMMENT, and CONNECT. We hope that this
\b)vill lrclielp you lead a discussion or inspire you to create your own show and book-
ased activities.

Students that attend performances with their school also have access to our
Blayblll, which includes a post-show educational guide. These activities will also

e titled for educators to connect their classroom to the children’s experience
when they visit Theatre of Youth. Activities include vocabulary, an opportunity
to be inspired artistically, and to engage in a conversation about a topic or
challenge.

THE THEATRE

The Allendale, one of Buffalo’'s first
neighborhood theatres, was built in 1913 on
the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy of Nations. It originally included
= gold trimmed walls, leaded glass windows and
' a stunning domed ceiling with dozens of
" modern light bulbs. At first, the popular movie
- house specialized in silent films and photoplays
of Broadway productions, with a custom-built
symphonic organ for accompaniment.

The years were not kind to the Allendale
Theatre. Fortunately, the Allentown
Association saved it from demolition and in
: 1986, Theatre of Youth entered a partnership
with the City of Buffalo to raise funds and renovate the theatre for its permanent
home. Preserving the original integrity during the “make-over”, the theatre is
equipped with a proscenium stage, fly and wing space, a sound and lighting
system, dressing rooms, rehearsal space, and seating for 457 people.




THEATRE ETIQUETTE

Theatre etiquette is a simple set of rules to help
audience members fully enjoy the show, and for actors
and the backstage crew to sa%,ely perform their work
for you! Here are some important elements of theatre
etiquette: 3

» Arrive on time and get to your seat without
running.

« Visit the restroom before the performance begins. (

e Respect the theatre. Don't put your feet on the
seats and avoid bouncing up and down.

e Turn OFF and put away phones and other
electronic devices.

e Please do not talk to your neighbor during the

erformance.
o foods or drinks inside the theater.

« [f you like something that you see, you may clap or
laugh - it shows the actors that you like what they
are doing!

e Open your eyes, your hearts and your minds and
enjoy the show!

THE SHOW

THE PIGEON GETS A BIG TIME HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA

Recommended for ages 3 and up. Great for the entire family! \

Based on Books and Characters by Mo Willems &
Script and Lyrics by Mo Willems and Adam Tobin @
Music by Deborah Wicks La Puma

Dramaturgy by Megan Alrutz
Produced by special arrangement with Hidden Pigeon, LLC.

When Mo Willems' characters get together for the holidays, it's bound to be the biggest
extravaganza ever! Terrific tunes, silly stories, goofy gifts, and audience antics hit the stage
in this brand-new musical party that sleighs!



CHARACTERS

COMPREHEND

»

2 A silly, feisty pigeon who loves
THE presents and hates catchy holiday
songs. He has lots of friends but

F G‘ N hasn’t quite figured out what the
| I EO holiday season is all about yet. Oh,
S

and he loves hot dogs of course!
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A cheerful, bouncy group of THE
squirrels ready to celebrate the

holiday season by planning a bi
time }1;1oliday eitr%vagan%a fo% SQUIRRELS
everyone!

Y
FLEPHANT Pisgie’s best friend and an

elephant who really wants to find

G.ER A LD g igrfg!ent as amazing as his bestest

3
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o 4
Elephant Gerald’s best friend who ‘
also wants to find him the perfect ’
holiday present. She has lots of FIGGIE

spirit and is excited for the holiday
season!



THE SCRIPT

Here is a short sample of a scene from the script of THE PIGEON GETS A BIG
TIME HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA. It shows us WHO is speaking and WHAT they
say! Let's look at what this means:

e WHO is talking:

o You'll see the name of the character, like PIGEON, before each line. This
tells us who is saying the words.

WHAT they say:

o After the name, you'll see the words the character says. These are called
lines.

ACTIONS:
o Sometimes, you'll see slanted words in parentheses, like this: (on a roll).
This tells us what the character is doing. It's like a picture of their
actions!

SONGS:
o If you see words in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS like this: "I LOOOOOVE
PRESENTS!" that might mean the character is singing or saying it in a
very loud way!

PUNCTUATION:
o Exclamation points (!) mean the character is saying something with
excitement or yelling. Like, “Hey!” or "Later!"
o Question marks (?) mean the character is asking a question. Like,
"When is this big time holiday extra-whatever-whatever?” A0
2
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Help Pigeon
color these in!
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MUSIC.
Pigeon peeks in — he’s just heard what Biggie said.

PIGEON

(spoken)

Present?

(sung)

PRESENTS!

[ LOOOOQOVE PRESENTS!

(on aroll)

(spoken)
And presents love me! I'm a present-oriented Pigeon!

Zoomy, Zoopy, Zappy, and Flappy cross the stage, actively chattering about the party
and carrying party decorations.

SQUIRRELS

(overlapping)
Party-this. Party-that. Chatter-chatter. Party-planning-party.

PIGEON
Hey! Squirrely-o’s! When is this big time holiday extra-whatever-whatever?

ZOOMY
Oh, you know, later.

FLAPPY
(jazz hands)
“Later!”

PIGEON

Okay.

MUSIC.

The Squirrels exit.

PIGEON (CONT’'D)

(instantly not okay)
LATER?!!! Later is not very now-y and [ want presents now! In the present! If it's
not present why is it a present?!

(huffs)
Huff. Huff. Huff and puft.

(tries)
[ will just wait.

(immediately)
[ CANNOT WAIITTTTTT!!!








































